
Thoughts for Good Friday 

 

Good morning to all our church family on this very unusual Good Friday. 

 

I am always challenged by the thought, “What is so good about Good Friday?”  But 

this week I was challenged by the question, “Was Jesus a Martyr?” which led me 

to consider my ideas about Good Friday.  I will share with you my conclusion in 

just a few moments.  First, lets look at the biblical record of what happened at 

Calvary. 

 

First we know that Jesus spent a very long and sleepless night in the Garden of 

Gethsemane which led to his arrest and then taken to a kangaroo court.  He was 

mocked and beaten and charged with a “fake” charge and sentenced to death on 

the cross. 

 

Then the scourging. 

 

Matthew 27:26–28 (NKJV)  
26 Then he released Barabbas to them; and when he had scourged Jesus, he 

delivered Him to be crucified.  
27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered 

the whole garrison around Him. 28 And they stripped Him and put a scarlet robe 

on Him.  

 

I need not explain this to you because we know what happened, Jesus was beaten 

to the very edge of his life and then mocked again.  How could God hold back his 

hand of judgment?  There is a reason. 

 

The crucifixion: 

 

Matthew 27:29–31 (NKJV)  

 
29 When they had twisted a crown of thorns, they put it on His head, and a reed in 

His right hand. And they bowed the knee before Him and mocked Him, saying, 

“Hail, King of the Jews!” 30 Then they spat on Him, and took the reed and struck 

Him on the head. 31 And when they had mocked Him, they took the robe off Him, 

put His own clothes on Him, and led Him away to be crucified.  

 

Wow, Jesus was not even on the cross and he had already suffered so greatly!  

Why?  There is a reason! 

 

Matthew 27:35 (NKJV)  

 
35 Then they crucified Him… 



 

 

 

Matthew 27:45–50 (NKJV)  

 
45 Now from the sixth hour until the ninth hour there was darkness over all the 

land. 46 And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, 

Eli, lama sabachthani?” that is, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?”  
47 Some of those who stood there, when they heard that, said, “This Man is calling 

for Elijah!” 48 Immediately one of them ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour 

wine and put it on a reed, and offered it to Him to drink.  
49 The rest said, “Let Him alone; let us see if Elijah will come to save Him.”  
50 And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and yielded up His spirit.  

 

Jesus is now dead!  But is he a martyr? 

 

I’ll let Oswald Chambers answer that. 

 

The Cross of Christ is the revealed truth of God’s judgment on sin. Never 

associate the idea of martyrdom with the Cross of Christ. It was the 

supreme triumph, and it shook the very foundations of hell.  

 

Jesus was not a martyr He was a victor! He is not to be pitied he is to be 

celebrated!  A man, the God man who had a purpose, a goal and payed the price to 

attain that goal, he would not stop until he had completed his task. 

What was that goal?  Oswald Chambers continues. 

 

Jesus made it possible for the entire human race to be brought back into a 

right-standing relationship with God. He made redemption the foundation 
of human life; that is, He made a way for every person to have fellowship 
with God. 
 

Can someone say, “Hallelujah?” 

 

So keep in mind Jesus was not a martyr, He was a victor and his victory purchased 

our eternity in heaven.  Because of what he did for us, we should praise him and 
follow him and make him the central focus of our lives! 
 

I believe he deserves that! 

_____________________ 

 

Now I want to include a video that has been reworked for 2020.  This again is Billy 

Graham while in his late 90’s, but listen to the stories of redemption, which are 

included. Share this with your lost friends 



 

He is Risen! 

 
 https://vimeo.com/401212637 

https://vimeo.com/401212637

